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The Duty to God Award is the religious award for members of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and their friends who are currently 
registered in Scouting and are 11 years of age or older, including adults 
registered with Scouting America or a Scouting organization approved by the 
World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM).

To earn this award, Scouts should first discuss the requirements for the 
Duty to God Award with a parent, a local Church leader, or a Scout leader. 
Scouters have the additional option to discuss requirements with a spouse. 
Before beginning work on the award, you should also obtain a journal 
(either a hard copy or a journaling app) to record your thoughts. To help 
you understand the importance of keeping a journal, review a video from 
President Henry B. Eyring’s talk in October 2007 General Conference entitled 
“O Remember, Remember.” You can find this excerpt at https://www.
churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2007/10/o-remember-
remember?lang=eng. Once you have procured either a journal or have a 
journaling app and have reviewed the excerpt of President Eyring’s talk, you 
can then begin working on the requirements and electives for this award.

Do not be in too much of a hurry to earn or “run through” the award. This 
award is designed to help strengthen your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
increase your understanding of the importance of doing your duty to God. 
As you work on and complete certain requirements, write your feelings in 
your journal or discuss with a parent, spouse or Scouting leader as required. 
As you complete each requirement, note in the table on the Duty To God 
Application the number of the requirement or elective and the date it was 
completed. Then have it initialed by a parent, spouse or Scouting leader.

Once you have completed all requirements for the Duty to God Award, speak 
with the appropriate adult about what you have learned and have them sign 
at the bottom of the requirements form. Contact your Scout leader who 
will discuss with you what you have learned and, after interviewing you and 
signing the Application Form, will submit your application through an online 
form and place an order for your Award (see SaintsInScouting.org/religious-
awards).

Once your Scout leader has received your Saints In Scouting medallion and 
certificate from Saints In Scouting, your award should then be presented at a 
future Scouting event or court of honor.

DUTY TO GOD AWARD

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2007/10/o-remember-remember?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2007/10/o-remember-remember?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/2007/10/o-remember-remember?lang=eng
http://SaintsInScouting.org/religious-awards
http://SaintsInScouting.org/religious-awards
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1) Building Faith and Testimony – A Scout Is Reverent
Requirements
1.	 Faith increases as one reads, searches and ponders the scriptures 

regularly. Reverence, the 12th point of the Scout Law, is 
strengthened as we increase our faith in Jesus Christ. Read the 
Book of Mormon and mark special passages that impress you. As 
you read, write your impressions in your journal about the Savior.

2.	 You may be asked if you believe in Jesus Christ and if your Church 
is considered Christian. To clarify the beliefs of the Church 
concerning Jesus Christ, in 2000 the First Presidency and the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles issued a proclamation entitled 
“The Living Christ: The Testimony of the Apostles.” Read this 
document and discuss with a parent or leader the important 
doctrines included in this testimony of our modern-day apostles 
concerning Jesus Christ. You may consider committing all or 
parts of it to memory.

Electives (Choose and complete two from the following)

1.	 We strengthen our understanding of our duty to God as we share 
with and teach others. Teach someone from your troop or family 
what it means to have faith and how that helps you do your duty 
to God more effectively. Discuss with a parent or leader your 
experience as you prepared for and taught this concept of service.

2.	 The Come, Follow Me resource manual teaches us that “The aim of 
all gospel learning is to deepen our conversion and help us become 
more like Jesus Christ.” Read 4 consecutive lessons from the 
current Come, Follow Me resource booklet and prepare a brief 
outline of each lesson that can be saved and used to teach that 
topic. 

3.	 For Scouts, complete at least one year of Seminary. Discuss 
with a parent or leader how your faith and testimony have grown 
during that year. 
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2) Living the Gospel – Doing Your Duty to God
Requirements
1.	 The Scout Oath and the Scout Law describe standards, objectives 

and expectations for Scouts; and the For the Strength of Youth 
guide sets forth standards for Latter-day Saints. Read the For the 
Strength of Youth guide and discuss with one or both of your 
parents or your Scouting leader how the Scout Oath and Scout 
Law support the standards outlined there.

2.	 Strive to attend your Church meetings, including sacrament 
meeting, Priesthood or Young Women/Relief Society and Sunday 
School and participate actively in your ward activities. Memorize 
the Youth Theme scripture for the current year.

Electives (Choose and complete two from the following)

1.	 Tithing is an important principle of obedience. Read Malachi 3:8-
11. Pay a full tithe and identify and discuss the ways the Lord 
“opens the windows of heaven” when we pay our tithes and 
offerings. Include ways that you have been blessed as you have 
paid a full tithe. Discuss with a parent or leader how tithes and 
other “offerings” are used to strengthen the work of the Lord.

2.	 Scouting teaches us to “Do A Good Turn Daily.” Ministering to 
others is a vital part of Gospel living. Read one general conference 
talk on ministering. Discuss with a parent or leader how you 
can minister to someone in your troop, ward, or neighborhood. 
Minister to someone by reaching out to lift them, strengthen 
them and help them.

3.	 Music has always been an important part of Scouting and of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Learn two hymns by 
memory and pass them off to a parent or leader. Discuss with 
them why those hymns were chosen and summarize their primary 
message.

4.	 Scouting values and Church teachings complement and reinforce 
each other. Identify at least one general conference talk that 
teaches the importance of living a point of the Scout Law. Note 
the attribute (trustworthy, etc.), the name of the speaker, the date 
of the talk, and a quote or two from that talk that encourages you 
to acquire that attribute or character trait.
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3) Family Relationships and Family History – A Scout Is Kind. 
A Scout Is Obedient.
Requirements
1.	 You can be instrumental in strengthening your family today and, 

for Scouts, preparing to raise a righteous family yourself. Read 
“The Family: A Proclamation to the World.” Discuss three things 
you can do to strengthen your own family and do them for three 
weeks. Write your experience in your journal or discuss it with a 
parent or leader.

2.	 Personal and family histories bring families together over 
generations. Your personal and family history begins with YOU! 
In your journal, or in a journaling app, begin to record your 
personal history. Write about your life this far, including your 
family, your friends, your Church experiences, your Scouting 
adventures, your school and other experiences you have had. 
Include five stories about experiences that you have had in your 
life and what you have learned from those experiences.

Electives (Choose and complete two from the following)

1.	 Find names of your family for four temple ordinances on 
FamilySearch.org and complete the ordinances in the temple or, 
for Scouts, earn the Family Life Merit Badge.

2.	 Create or update a record on familysearch.org or, for Scouts, earn 
the Genealogy Merit Badge.

3.	 Write a personal note to each member of your family expressing 
your love for him/her and how you appreciate the strengths he/
she brings to your family
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4) Missionary Preparation – The Scout Motto: “Be Prepared”
Requirements
1.	 Read Doctrine & Covenants 4 and discuss with a parent or leader 

what it means to be spiritually, physically, socially and financially 
prepared to serve a mission. You might consider memorizing all 
or part of Doctrine and Covenants 4. Discuss how important it is 
to learn to work and do hard things as you prepare for missionary 
service. If you haven’t already done so, establish a mission savings 
account and plan how you can earn money to regularly add to 
that account to help finance your mission.

2.	 Read Chapter 6 in Preach My Gospel and select three Christlike 
characteristics that are important for successful missionaries. 
Focus for three weeks on improving each of these characteristics 
in your own life. Work with your ward mission leader or the 
fulltime missionaries and identify how they apply one of your 
chosen characteristics in their missionary work. Write in your 
journal what you have done to improve in each of those areas.

Electives (Choose and complete two from the following)

1.	 Memorize The Articles of Faith.

2.	 Memorize a favorite scripture and be able to recite and teach its 
primary message. If you don’t have one, consider memorizing one 
of the Seminary Scripture Mastery passages.

3.	 Learn about the beliefs and practices of a world religion other 
than The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Write in 
your journal or discuss with a parent or leader those things that 
that religion has in common with The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints and how the two religions differ in their 
doctrines, beliefs and practices.

4.	 Learn to lead music as a preparation for missionary service. 
Review the pages in Hymns about leading music and, with a parent 
or leader, lead one hymn in 2/4 (or 6/8) time, one hymn in 3/4 
time and one hymn in 4/4 time. If you need additional assistance, 
talk with the ward music director or someone else who knows how 
to lead music.
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5) Church History and Organization – A Scout Is Loyal. 
A Scout Is Obedient.
Requirements
1.	 Identify each member of the First Presidency and Quorum of the 

Twelve by name and describe one story or characteristic about 
each that has impressed you.

2.	 Read Doctrine & Covenants 135:3 and the Church Bicentennial 
Proclamation, “The Restoration of the Fulness of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.” Record in your journal your testimony of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith and the Restoration.

Electives (Choose and complete one of the following)

1.	 Participate in a local Pioneer Trek. Write in your journal about 
your experiences, your feelings and how that experience helped 
you appreciate the strength and sacrifices of the early members of 
the Church.

2.	 Visit a Church historic site (in-person or virtually) or select an 
ancestor or pioneer in Church history and read about sacrifices 
in his or her life. Write in your journal or discuss with a parent 
or leader how you felt as you read about that person’s life and the 
sacrifices they made.

3.	 Read a general conference talk about succession in the Church 
when the President of the Church dies. Discuss the process with 
a parent or leader and write in your journal your feelings for the 
current President of the Church.
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6) Service – A Scout Is Helpful
Requirements
1.	 Read Mosiah 2:17 and describe how King Benjamin’s words relate 

to us today. Teach and share your thoughts on the importance of 
service in a group setting such as giving a talk in church, a class or 
quorum meeting, a Scouts Own service, or a home evening.

2.	 Service is more than a project—it is a way of life. It is identifying 
a need and then working to meet that need (often anonymously) 
in your home, your ward, your school and your community. 
Identify ways that you can improve your community. (Volunteer 
opportunities can be found at JustServe.org.) Select one of those 
service opportunities and serve on a regular basis (at least twice 
each month) for a period of two months. Write in your journal 
about your experiences and discuss with a parent or leader how 
you felt as you served in your community.
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Candidate Information

Name: 	

Youth Age: 	  Unit Type: 	

Unit Number: 	   

Scouting America Council: 	

I have completed the requirements and electives for the Duty to God Award.

	
Candidate Signature and Date

	
Youth: Parent Signature and Date

	
Scout Leader, Church Leader, or Spouse Signature and Date

Instructions to Candidate: When you have completed this form, give it to your 
Scouting Unit Leader who will review what you have learned and will submit an 
application for your award. It will then be presented to you at a court of honor or 
another appropriate time.

Instructions to Scout Leader: Conduct a reflection interview with the candidate and 
submit the application for the award online. Ideas for how to do a reflection interview 
and a link for submitting this application can be found at SaintsInScouting.org/
religious-awards/

Duty to God Award: Tracking Sheet

1) Building Faith & Testimony

2) Living the Gospel

3) Family Relationships & Family History

4) Missionary Preparation

5) Church History & Organization

6) Service

Requirements 
(Date & Initials)

Elective
(Date & Initials)Category

http://SaintsInScouting.org/religious-awards/
http://SaintsInScouting.org/religious-awards/

